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The goal of the Expository Reading and Writing Course is to prepare college-bound seniors for the literacy demands of higher education.  Through a sequence of rigorous instructional modules, students in this yearlong, rhetoric-based course develop advanced proficiencies in expository, analytical, and argumentative reading and writing.  
Course Goals and Objectives: Basically, through this class, we want to enable you to analyze, interpret, and apply rhetorical strategies to a variety of texts. (You will be expected to do this in college) Further, you will enhance your ability to research a topic of study and add personal experience, making a connection to the text that will allow you to produce an opinionated, persuasive paper with depth and proper MLA citations. Finally, we will focus on strategies and standards aligned with the CSU English Placement Test in order to better prepare you to succeed.
Lessons and activities will include the following module topics:

    Fall Semester





       Spring Semester
They Say I Say  by Gerald Graff & Cathy Birkenstein 

Juvenile Justice
What’s Next? Thinking About Life After High School

Language, gender, and Culture
Racial Profiling






1984 (Book Module)
Rhetoric of the Op-Ed Page: Ethos, Pathos, and Logos
Brave New World (Book Module)
The Value of Life





Bullying at School (Research Project)
Good Food/Bad Food





Independent Reading (Non-fiction)
Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer (Book Module)


Independent Reading (2 novels this Semester)















Course texts include contemporary essays, newspaper and magazine articles, editorials, reports, biographies, memos, assorted public documents, and other non-fiction texts.  The course materials also include modules on two full-length works (one novel and one work of non-fiction).  
Writing will include 750-1500 word essays as well as other writing assignments. Some modules will require essays of greater length. Writing assignments will include:
Persuasive essays

Letters to the editor

Descriptive outlines 
Argument Analysis

Reflective essays

Text-based academic essays 

Research Writing

Timed writings

Daily Writing in Writer’s Notebook
Summaries/Precise

Creative writing

Annotated Bibliography

*There may be adjustments to reading/writing assignments due to conflicts in time, schedules, and/or availability of reading material


